DISEASE    AND    SOCIAL   LIFE

who spreads the disease by infecting another person: according
to the German law of 1927 he can be jailed for three years. In aU
countries where this attitude has developed venereal diseases are
rapidly disappearing. Will this affect the morals of the people, as
many fear? The answer is obvious: when a nation has reached a
high degree of social consciousness and is strongly aware of its
social responsibilities, it does not require the aid of disease to
preserve the morals of its people.

Leprosy has virtually disappeared from the Western countries
of the temperate zone. The venereal diseases are receding rapidly
in the socially advanced countries, and the day is not so far distant
when tuberculosis will also be a disease of the past. Three factors
are responsible for the incidence of tuberculosis: the bacillus that
Robert Koch discovered in 1882, the hereditary disposition of in-
dividuals, and their social environment. As we mentioned in a
previous chapter, the decrease in the incidence of tuberculosis has
been considerable in the last fifty years, and there can be no doubt
that this was primarily the result of improved social conditions.11

The influence of tuberculosis on the lives of those afflicted with
it is variously determined. It is not an awe-inspiring disease like
leprosy, nor was any moral condemnation ever attached to it as
with the venereal diseases. More than any other sick person, the
tubercular patient was considered a tragic figure, especially as the
disease attacks with preference people in the prime of life. It is es-
sentially chronic and as a rule develops slowly. The mental facul-
ties of the patient remain unimpaired and are perhaps even
stimulated by the slightly increased temperature. The sex urge is
stimulated also, whether by the temperature or by some factor in
the chemistry of the disease, we do not know. Even while they
languish and cough their way towards death, the tubercular are
full of hope and are always making plans for their future life.

It is a well known fact that many men and women of genius
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